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To  'he  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

HEALTH  AND  HOUSING  COMMITTEE 

and 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  COMMITTEE. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  Report  for  the  year  ending  December 
31st,  1937.  Consideration  of  the  statistics  shows  that  the 
standard  of  health  in  the  Borough,  so  far  as  can  be  judged  from 
mortality  and  other  available  returns  compares  favourably  with 
that  for  England  and  Wales  and  the  Smaller  Towns. 

As  compared  with  1936  the  death  rate  and  infant  mortality 
rate  are  higher,  particularly  the  latter,  but  both  remain  below 
the  rates  for  the  country  as  a  whole  and  for  the  Smaller  Towns. 
The  maternal  mortality  rate  on  the  other  hand  continues  to 
stand  above  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  returns  in  regard  to  infectious  diseases  are  satisfactory 
and  the  total  incidence  of  the  notifiable  diseases  was  lower  than 
in  1936,  accounted  for  chiefly  by  a  fall  in  notifications  of  scarlet 
fever  and  erysipelas. 

An  outbreak  of  influenza  in  the  early  part  of  the  year 
gave  rise  to  an  increase  in  the  notifications  of  pneumonia  but  the 
mortality  rate  for  the  latter  was  slightly  lower  than  in  1936. 

As  noted  in  the  Report  there  was  no  mortality  from  diph¬ 
theria,  measles,  whooping  cough  or  scarlet  fever  during  the  year. 

• 

With  the  increase  in  the  Health  Visiting  staff  the  scope 
of  the  maternity  and  child  welfare  services  has  been  widened. 
It  has  been  possible  to  organise  a  more  effective  scheme  for 
routine  ante-natal  supervision  and  to  take  special  measures  for 
the  help  of  those  mothers  wrho  for  various  reasons  are  unable  to 
make  adequate  provision  for  themselves.  Advantage  has  also 
been  taken  of  the  increase  in  staff  to  carry  out  more  frequent 
periodical  inspections  of  toddler  children. 


1 


Your  committee  has  had  under  consideration  arrange¬ 
ments  for  the  provision  of  an  emergency  maternity  unit  which  is 
organised  by  the  Birmingham  Maternity  Hospital.  The  Hos¬ 
pital  Authority  has  offered  to  co-operate. 

A  full  account  of  the  progress  made  in  the  relief  of  over¬ 
crowding  and  the  removal  of  other  insanitary  housing  conditions 
is  contained  in  the  Report.  It  may  be  mentioned  here  that 
more  working  class  dwellings  to  let  at  a  reasonable  rent  are 
urgently  needed,  not  only  to  re-house  the  occupants  of  insanitary 
property  but  to  replace  those  dwellings  which  are  let  at  present 
to  working  class  families  at  rents  which  are  quite  beyond  their 
income. 


The  sanitary  work  of  the  Borough  has  been  effectively 
carried  out  on  the  same  lines  as  in  previous  years,  and  a  full 
account  of  the  activities  of  that  branch  of  the  department  will 
be  found  in  the  body  of  the  Report. 


The  greatest  care  and  diligence  have  been  exercised  in 
the  inspection  of  the  food  supplies  and  full  advantage  has  been 
taken  of  the  means  available  for  chemical  and  bacteriological 


examinations. 


The  adulteration  laws  are  administered  in  the  Borough 
by  the  County  Council  and  the  report  on  sampling  shows  that  the 
latter  has  been  adequate. 


I  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  appreciation  of 
the  consideration  and  support  extended  to  me  by  the  members 
of  the  Committees  during  the  year. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Council  House, 
Sutton  Coldfield, 
June,  1938. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  H.  WRIGHT. 
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Extracts  from  the  Vital  Statistics. 


Total.  M.  F. 

Live  births:  Legitimate  440  219  221  Birth  rate  per  1,000  of 

Illegitimate  15  9  6  the  estimated  resident 

population  (R.G.)  12.98 

Stillbirths  .  15  7  8  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live 

and  still)  births  ...  31.91 

Deaths  .  403  208  195  Adjusted  Death  Rate  per 

1,000  of  the  estimated 
resident  population  (R.G.) 

11.27 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes 


Rate  per  1,000  total  (live 
and  still)  births. 


(a)  Puerperal  sepsis  . Nil 

(b)  Other  puerperal  causes  2 

Total  2 


Nil. 

4.26 

4.26 


Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  .  46.15 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  47-73 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil. 

Deaths  from  cancer  (all  ages)  .  62 

Deaths  from  measles  (all  ages)  .  Nil. 

Deaths  from  whooping  cough  (all  ages)  . "...  Nil. 

Deaths  from  diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  .  Nil. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  (in  acres)  . -. .  *3.9/8 

Population  (estimated  R.G.)  mid-year  1937 .  35, 050 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1937)  '. .  *1,049 

Rateable  Value  .  £354, 021 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  .  £*,396 


LOCAL  ESTIMATE  OF  POPULATION  OF  WARDS  AT  MID-YEAR,  I937. 


Trinity  .  4,469 

Hill  .  6,314 

Boldmere  (East)  .  5,666 

Boldmere  (West)  . 64S9 

Wylde  Green  . : . .  5,474 

Haney  .  5,320 

Walmley  .  3,94s 

Local  estimate  of  population  of  Borough  at  mid-year  - 

*937  . 37>6So 
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Table  I. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  SUTTON  COLDFIELD,  M.B.,  1937. 


Causes  of  Death. 

M. 

F. 

All  Causes 

.... 

.... 

208 

195 

1. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  fevers 

— 

— 

2. 

Measles 

_  v. 

...»  .... 

— 

— 

3. 

Scarlet  fever 

.... 

....  «... 

— 

— 

4. 

Whooping  cough  .... 

.... 

....  .... 

— 

— 

5. 

Diphtheria  ....  ....  ....  v  .... 

.... 

....  .... 

— 

— 

6. 

Influenza  .... 

.... 

«...  »».* 

9 

13 

7. 

Encephalitis  lethargica 

.... 

....  .... 

1 

— 

8. 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

.... 

....  .... 

— - 

— 

9. 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

.... 

....  .... 

8 

6 

10. 

Other  tuberculous  diseases 

.... 

....  .... 

— 

2 

11. 

Syphilis  ....  r...  ....  _ 

...» 

....  .... 

— 

— 

12. 

General  paralysis  of  insane,  tabes  dorsalis 

....  .... 

— 

— - 

13. 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

.... 

....  .... 

31 

31 

14. 

Diabetes  ....  ....  .„. 

.... 

....  ...» 

2 

.7 

15. 

Cerebral  haemorrhage 

.... 

...  ...» 

12 

9 

16. 

Heart  disease 

.... 

51 

52  s 

17. 

Aneurysm  .... 

. .  ... 

....  .... 

1 

18. 

Othei  circulatory  diseases 

.... 

- 

8  ' 

8 

19. 

Bronchitis  .... 

.... 

....  .... 

4 

5 

20. 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

.... 

.  .4  ■ 

12 

5 

21. 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

.... 

....  .... 

6 

1 

22. 

Peptic  ulcer 

.  .... 

....  .... 

2 

— 

23. 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years) 

.... 

....  .... 

— 

— 

24. 

Appendicitis 

.... 

....  .... 

4 

— 

25. 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  .... 

.... 

.... 

1 

— 

26. 

Other  diseases  of  liver,  etc. 

.... 

1 

1 

27. 

Other  digestive  diseases  .... 

.... 

9 

3 

28. 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

.... 

. 

6 

4 

29. 

Puerperal  sepsis 

.... 

....  .... 

— 

— 

30. 

Other  puerperal  causes 

.... 

....  .... 

— 

2 

31. 

Congenital  debility,  premature  birth, 

malformation,  etc. 

5 

11 

32. 

Senility 

.... 

3 

1 

33. 

Suicide 

.... 

5 

4 

34. 

Other  violence 

6 

5 

35. 

Other  defined  diseases 

21 

25 

36. 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown  .... 

— 

— _ 

Special  Causes  (included  in  No.  35  above)  — 

Smallpox 

.... 

....  .... 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis . . 

.... 

....  .... 

— 

— 

Polioencephalitis 

» .  .. 

....  .... 

— 

— 

Deaths  of  Infants 
under  1  year. 

Stillbirths  .... 


I  Total 
\  Legitimate 
'  Illegitimate 

I  Total 

.  Legitimate 
*  Illegitimate 


8  13 

8  13 

7  8 

4  7 

3  1 


4 


CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH,  1937.  TABLE  II. 
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Table  III. 

BIRTH-RATES,  DEATH-RATES,  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY, 
MATERNAL  DEATH-RATES  AND  CASE-RATES  FOR  CERTAIN 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  THE  YEAR  1937. 

REGISTRAR’S  PROVISIONAL  FIGURES  INSERTED  FOR 

COMPARATIVE  PURPOSES. 


4 

•England 

and 

Wales 

f 

125 

County 
Boro's  and 
;  Great  Towns 
!  including 
London. 

148 

!  Smaller  Towns 
(Resident 
Populations 
25,000  to 
50,000  at 
1931  Census). 

London 

Adminis¬ 

trative 

County. 

1 

U\tes  per  1,000  Population 

| 

. 

I  j  1 I  a  ra  • """ 

i 

Live  . 

|  14.9 

14.9 

15.3 

13.3 

Still  . 

OOO 

' 

0.67 

0.64 

0.54 

Deaths 

-  All  Causes  . 

12.4 

12.5 

11.9 

12.3 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

t 

fevers  . 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

Smallpox  . 

— 

i  _ 

— 

— 

Measles  . 

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

0.01 

Scarlet  fever  . 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Whooping  Cough  . 

0.04 

0.04 

0.03 

0.06 

Diphtheria . 

0.07 

0.08 

0.05 

0.05 

Influenza  . . . 

0.45 

0.39 

0.42 

0..  8 

Violence . 

0.54 

0.45 

0.42 

0.51 

Notifications 

Smallpox . . 

0.00 

— 

0.00 

— • 

Scarlet  Fever . . 

2.33 

2.56 

2.42 

2.09 

Diptheria  . 

1.49 

1.81 

1.38 

1.93 

Enteric  Fever . 

0.05 

0.06 

0.04 

0.05 

Erysipelas  . . 

0.37 

043 

0.34 

0.44 

Pneumonia  . 

1.36 

1.58 

1.20 

1.18 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births. 

Deaths  under  1  year  of  age 

58 

62 

55 

60 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and 

Enteritis  under  2  years  of 

age  . . 

5.8 

7.9 

3.2 

12.0 

Maternal  Mortality 

Puerperal  Sepsis  . 

0.97  i 

Others  . i 

2.26 

Not  available. 

Total  h .  . :...! 

\  , .  1 

3.23  » 

' 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  Births  (i.e.  Live  and 

\ 

Still). 

MxYTernal  Mortality 

- 

Puerperal  Sepsis  . 

0.91 

Others  . 

2.17  1 

Not  available 

Total  . '. . 

3.11  1 

Notifications 

- 

Puerperal  Fever  \ 

/  4.15 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  * 

13.93 

17.59 

11.52 

|  14.34 
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MORTALITY  BY  AGE  AND  SEX.  TABLE  IV. 


Males. 

Females. 

Tota  l. 

Death  rates  per 

1,000  population 
(estimated  R.G.) 

Under  1  year 

8 

13 

21 

.60 

1  and  under  2 

1 

1 

2 

.06 

2  and  under  5 

2 

1 

3 

.09 

5  and  under  15 

2 

4 

6 

.17 

15  and  under  25 

3 

7 

10 

.29 

25  and  under  45 

21 

18 

39 

1.11 

45  and  under  G5 

68 

48 

116 

3.31 

65  and  under  75 

44 

50 

94 

2.68 

75  and  upwards 

59 

'  53 

112 

3.20 

Table  V. 

DEATHS  IN  WARDS  DURING  EACH  QUARTER. 


Ward. 

ist 

quarter 

2nd 

quarter. 

3  yd 

quarter. 

4  th 

quarter. 

Total. 

Crude  Death 
Rates  per 
1000  popula¬ 
tion 
(Local 
Estimates) 

Trinity  . 

15 

16 

7 

14 

52 

II.64 

Hill . 

Boldmere 

18 

13 

13 

16 

60 

9.50 

East 

Boldmere 

34 

14 

IO 

12 

70 

12-35 

West 

IO 

IO 

14 

14 

48 

7.40 

Wylde  Green 

21 

9 

12 

18 

60 

IO.96 

Maney  . 

22 

22 

12 

16 

72 

13-53 

Walmley 

II 

IO 

3 

17 

4i 

10.39 

Total  .... 

131 

94 

7i 

107 

403 

10.7 

i  f 


Table  VI. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  PAST  10  YEARS. 


1928 

192S 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

3;et-h  Rjtrr - 

Crl'ce  Rate 

12.23 

10.89 

12.31 

12.66 

12.01 

10.02 

11.04 

13.34 

13.04 

12  93 

>-o.) 

ADJUSTS”  It E>TH 

11.19 

13  29 

10.20 

11.01 

10.06 

9.86 

10.25 

9.69 

10.91 

11.50 

?^.rz  R.G.) 

Infant  — tv 

1 

“ 

■ 

— 

10.05 

9-49 

10.69 

11.27 

Rate 

07.56 

43.47 

53.25 

48.00 

38.46 

28.75 

28.25 

40:72 

34.01 

46.15 

i 
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Population. 

The  population  at  the  mid  year  1937,  as  estimated  by  the 
Registrar-General  was  35,050 — a  record  increase  of  1,220  on  the 
corresponding  estimate  for  the  previous  year.  Local  estimates 
for  the  Borough  and  for  Wards  based  on  the  number  of  inhabited 
houses  at  the  mid  year  are  included  in  the  statistics  on  page  3, 
the  local  estimate  for  the  Borough  being  37,680.  - 

The  abnormally  rapid  expansion  of  the  population  which 
has  taken  place  in  recent  years  is  to  be  accounted  for  by  immigra¬ 
tion  and  the  occupation  of  newly  erected  houses,  and  on  this 
account  any  estimate  of  the  population,  however  made,  is  bound 
to  be  subject  to  a  large  margin  of  possible  error.  One  can  only 
say  therefore  that  the  correct  estimate  lies  somewhere  between 
the  local  estimate  and  that  of  the  Registrar  General.  The 
discrepancy  between  these  figures  is  less  than  in  1936. 

Comparison  of  the  estimates  for  Wards  shows  that  Bold- 
mere  West  and  Maney  have  recorded  the  greatest  increases  for 
the  year. 

Births. 

The  corrected  number  of  live  births  assigned  to  the  Borough- 
is  455  and  of  still-births,  fifteen.  The  live-birth  rate  is  12.98 
per  1,000  population  as  compared  with  13.04  in  1936  and  the 
corresponding  rates  for  England  and  Wales  and  for  Smaller 
Towns  for  the  year  under  review  are  14.9  and  15.3. 

The  rate  for  still-births  is  approximately  32  per  1,000  of 
the  total  births. 

The  proportion  of  illegitimate  live-births  to  total  live- 
births  has  fallen  from  3.9  per  cent,  in  1936,  in  which  year  a  decline 
was  also  recorded,  to  3.3  per  cent,  whereas  the  proportion  of 
illegitimate  still-births  to  total  still-births  is  26.7  per  cent,  for  the 
year  under  review. 

Deaths. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  assigned  to  the  Borough  is  403, 
and  the  corrected  rate  for  the  year  is  11.27  Per  1,000  population 
calculated  on  the  mid  year  population  as  estimated  by  the  Regis¬ 
trar-General.  The  corresponding  figures  for  England  and  Wales 
and  the  Smaller  Towns  are  12.4  and  11.9. 

The  rates  for  influenza,  heart  disease  and  congenital  dis¬ 
eases  show  a  marked  increase  on  the  figures  for  1936,  whilst  the 
rates  for  other  circulatory  diseases  and  cerebral  haemorrhage 
are  lower.  There  is  a  slight  increase  in  the  rate  for  cancer. 
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It  is  of  interest  that  the  mortality  from  the  zymotic 
diseases  was  nil. 

Table  V.  shows  that  the  mortality  was  highest  in  the  first 
quarter,  during  which  the  number  of  deaths  registered  was 
approximately  33  per  cent,  of  the  total  number  registered  during 
the  year.  The  corresponding  proportion  of  deaths  registered 
in  the  third  quarter  was  the  lowest,  namely  17.6  per  cent. 

The  death  rate  in  Maney  Ward  is  13.53  as  compared 
with  11.50  per  1,000  population,  the  uncorrected  rate  for  the 
Borough.  The  lowest  mortality  was  recorded  in  Boldmere  West 
Ward  where  the  death  rate  is  7  40  per  1,000  of  the  Ward  popula¬ 
tion. 


Table  IV.  sets  out  the  deaths  as  classified  by  sex  and  age. 
The  mortality  of  males  below  75  years  was  highest  in  the  age 
group  45 — 65  years  and  of  females  in  the  age  group  65 — 75  years. 
The  combined  mortality  of  the  sexes  was  highest  in  the  age  group 
45—65  years. 

The  deaths  ascribed  to  cancer  (Table  II)  at  all  ages 
number  sixty-two — thirty-one  males  and  thirty-one  females  and 
the  mortality  rate  is  1.77  per  1,000  population  as  compared  with 
1.66  in  1936.  The  distribution  of  the  mortality  from  cancer 
by  age,  sex  and  site  is  shown  in  Table  VII.  In  males  the  stomach 
ranks  first  in  order  of  frequency  of  individual  sites  in  deaths 
from  cancer  and  second  in  females,  breast  cancer  accounting  for 
the  highest  mortality  in  the  latter. 

Over  half  the  deaths  from  cancer  in  males  were  caused  by 
cancer  of  the  stomach,  liver  and  rectum  and  in  females  a  similar 
proportion  by  cancer  of  the  breast,  stomach  and  colon. 

Suicide  accounted  for  nine  deaths  as  compared  with  five 
in  1936.  Six  were  due  to  coal  gas  poisoning,  one  to  aspirin 
poisoning,  one  to  drowning  and  one  to  incised  wounds.  Three 
of  the  deaths  occurred  in  the  age  groups  25 — 45  years  and  six 
in  the  age  group  45 — 65  years. 

Eleven  deaths  wrere  assigned  to  the  heading  “  other 
violence”  as  compared  with  twelve  in  1936.  One  death  resulted 
from  bed  suffocation  in  a  child  aged  four  months,  and  one  from 
burns  in  a  child  aged  14  months.  Accidents  connected  with 
motor  vehicles  accounted  for  five  deaths,  in  four  of  which  the 
person  killed  was  either  a  driver  or  passenger  and  in  one  a  pedes¬ 
trian.  One  death  was  attributed  to  a  fall  whilst  mountaineering 
and  three  deaths  in  old  people  to  falls  either  in  their  homes  or  on 
the  pavement. 
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UnetnpL'yfftent. 

information  supplied  by  the  Manager  of  the  Employment 
Exchange  shows  that,  apart  from  a  rise  in  unemployment  at  the 
end  of  the  year  caused  by  bad  weather  conditions  which  adversely 
affected  Uie  returns  for  outdoor  workers,  the  unemployment 
rate  in  the  Borough  for  the  year  has  been  exceptionally  low. 

i  ho  total  number  of  unemployed  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  240-  males  209,  females  40. 


TO 


Social  Conditions. 

The  Borough  is  predominantly  residential,  but  there  are 
still  large  areas,  particularly  in  the  north  and  east  which  are 
thinly  populated  and  rural  in  character  and  in  which  agricultural 
and  dairy  fanning  are  carried  on.  Sutton  Park,  situated  on  the 
western  side  is  an  effective  barrier  to  the  complete  urbanisation 
of  that  part  of  the  Borough. 

There  are  no  occupations  of  a  nature  prejudicial  to  health 
and  the  proportion  of  the  population  employed  in  factories  and  at 
other  indoor  work  in  the  Borough  is  small. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  A  uthority. 


Officers. 

Whole 
or  part 
time. 

Diplomas 

Offices  held,  etc. 

[ 

Medical — 

Dr.  J.  H.  Wright 

Whole  time 

M.B. 

D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
2/5  time. 

j  School  Medical  Officer  2/5 
time. 

1  Medical  Officer  for  Maternity 
and  Child  Wrelfare  Ser¬ 
vices  1/5  time. 

Mr.  C.  Rudd 

Part  time 

F.R.C.S. 

Ophthalmic  Surgeon. 

One  session  monthly. 

Dr.  R.  J.  Cyriax 

Part  time 

D.P.H. 

Tuberculosis  Officer. 

One  session  monthlv. 

Professor  Sir  Beckwith 

Whitehouse 

Dental — 

F.R.C.S. 

Consultant  Gynaecologist. 

Mr.  E.  Bampton 
Sanitary — - 

Part  time 

L.D.S. 

Dental  Surgeon. 

Three  sessions  weekly. 

Mr.  W.  Burton 

Whole  time 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 

fMr.  C.  E.  Impett 

Whole  time 

A.R.S.I. 

Sanitary  Inspector. 

Health  Visiting  Staff — 

>  Miss  D.  G.  Taylor 

VTole  time 

S.C.M. 

School  Nurse. 

Miss  E.  M.  Grubb 

W'hole  time 

S.R.N. 

Senior  Health  Visitor, 

Maternity  and  Child  Wel¬ 
fare. 

*Miss  V.  Ramsey 

Wrhole  time 

S.R.N. 

S.C.M. 

Health  Visitor. 

*Miss  A.  E.  Bickerdike 

WTole  time 

S.R.N. 

S.C.M. 

Plealth  Visitor. 

Midwives — 

Miss  H.  Graham 

Whole  time 

S.R.N. 

S.C.M. 

Midwife. 

Miss  A.  Davidson 

Whole  time 

S.C.M. 

Midwife. 

Miss  L.  A.  Hunt 

W'hole  time 

S.C.M. 

Midv.  ife. 

Clerical — 

Miss  E.  E.  Mo.xham  1 

Part  time 

Clerk. 

Mr.  G.  F.  J.  Hopkins 

Whole  time 

Clerk 

Mr.  P.  J.  Harvey  Whole  time 

Clerk. 

t  Meat  and  Food  Inspectors’  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 
*  Health  Visitors'  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 
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L a b oratory  Facilities . 

No  changes  have  been  made  in  the  arrangements  for 
bacteriological  and  chemical  analyses.  These  have  been  carried 
out  at  the  Birmingham  University  Laboratory  and  by  Messrs. 
Bostock  Hill  and  Rigby,  Public  Analysts.  Details  of  the  exam¬ 
inations  will  be  found  in  the  Report  under  the  relevant  headings. 

A  rebalance  Facilities. 

Two  ambulances  are  available  for  accidents  and  non- 
infectious  diseases.  They  are  provided  by  the  Council  and  are 
housed  at  the  Fire  Station  and  manned  by  members  of  the  Fire 
Brigade. 

Ambulance  transport  for  infectious  diseases  is  provided 
by  the  Birmingham  Authority  as  part  of  the  arrangements  for  the 
isolation  and  treatment  of 'infectious  diseases. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

Provision  is  made  for  the  district  nursing  of  the  sick-poor 
in  the  Borough  by  two  nursing  associations.  The  Hill  and  Four 
Oaks  Nursing  Association,  affiliated  to  the  County  Nursing  Asso¬ 
ciation  combines  district  nursing  and  maternity  nursing  in  that 
area  and,  for  this  purpose  employs  two  state  registered  nurses, 
each  holding  the  C.M.B.  certificate.  Under  the  provisions  of  the 
midwives  act  the  duty  of  providing  for  the  midwifery7  service  in 
Hill  and  the  adjoining  County  District  of  Middleton  has  been 
taken  over  by  the  Association  as  from  August  ist,  1937.  District 
nursing  for  the  rest  of  the  Borough  is  provided  for  by  the  Cottage 
Hospital  authority. 

In  cases  of  maternal  morbidity  in  which  the  patient  cannot 
be  moved  to  hospital  a  nurse  is  provided  by  the  Local  Authority 
if  required. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

No  changes  have  been  made  in  these  sendees  during  the 
year,  a  short  account  of  which  was  given  in  my  Report  for  1936. 
In  that  Report  I  drew  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  accommo¬ 
dation  provided  by  the  maternity  and  child  welfare  centre  in 
Holland  Street  was  inadequate  for  a  present  day  maternity  and 
child  welfare  service.  Particularly  is  it  lacking  in  facilities  for 
educational  work. 

Your  Committee  has  had  under  consideration  the  need 
for  a  centre  which  would  provide  facilities  for  preventive  and 
educational  activities  in  accordance  with  modern  standards  and 
which  would  meet  the  needs  of  the  rapidly  increasing  population. 
Your  Committee  has  decided  and  has  recommended  that  such 
requirements  can  be  met,  only  by  the  erection  of  a  new  centre. 
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This  recommendation  has  been  adopted  by  the  Council  and 
questions  of  site  and  plans  are  now  under  consideration. 


Hospitals. 

The  arrangements  made  by  the  Council  for  hospital 
services  have  not  been  altered  during  the  year  under  review. 
Below  is  set  out  a -statement  of  the  services  provided  :- 


Hospital. 

City  Hospitals, 
Birmingham. 

Women's  Hospital, 
Birmingham. 
General  Hospital, 
Birmingham. 
Maternity  Hospital, 
Loveday  Street, 
Birmingham. 


Charges.  Diseases  treated. 

Standing  Charges  £235.  Infectious  fevers, 
p.a.  Weekly  charge 
varies. 

£3/3/-  per  week,  per  case.  Puerperal  fever 

and  pyrexia. 

£3/10/-  per  week,  ,,  Ditto. 

£3/3/-  per  week,  ,,  Abnormal  cases  of 

pregnancy. 


Children’s  Hospital,  £1/4/-  per  case.  (£1/9/- 
Birmingham.  if  non-contributor). 


Orthopaedic  Hospital,  In-patients  12/-  per 
Birmingham.  per  day. 

Birmingham  and  In-patients  12/-  per  day 
Midland  Eye  Out-patients  1/6  per  atten- 
Hospital.  -  dance. 


Diseased  tonsils 
and  adenoids. 
Operation. 

All  orthopaedic 
defects. 
Ophthalmia. 


I  am  indebted  to  the  Borough  Treasurer  (Mr.  P.  Connon) 
for  the  following  statement  of  the  cost  of  hospital  isolation  and 
treatment  of  infectious  diseases  for  1937 


HOSPITAL  TREATMENT  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Year  ended  31st  December,  1937. 


Weekly 

Pate. 

A. 

Standing 

Charge. 

Week9 

B. 

Mainten¬ 
ance  of 
Patients. 

C. 

Ambulance 

Hire. 

D. 

Disinfec¬ 
tion  of 
Bedding. 

E. 

Total. 

3.  d.  1937. 

£  s.  d. 

£  s.  d. 

1  S.  d. 

£  »•  d. 

£  s- 

d. 

9"  ')  March  Quarter 

58  15  0 

23  5/ 

107  6  2 

1  4  0 

18  7  0 

1S5  12 

9 

t-j 

SOTO  June 

58  15  0 

29i/! 

117  15  9 

1  6  0 

17  IS  0 

195  14 

9 

J Of/2  Sept.  ,, 

58  15  0 

1  .>4/7 

78  15  4 

0  3  0 

115  0 

14S  18 

4 

87  2  December  ,, 

58  15  0 

405/7 

177  8  11 

2  8  0 

17  12  0 

256  3 

11 

235  0  0  1  1091/7  |481  6  2 


o 


1  O'  !  65  2  0  736  9  2 


Average  weekly  cost :  B.  only....  ....  ....  £4  :  8  :  2. 

A.,  B.  and  C .  £b  :  12  :  2. 

E.  .  £1 :  4:1. 


13 


The  average  weekly  cost  of  maintenance  per  patient  for 
the  year  under  review  was  £4:8:2.  In  1934  this  charge  was 
£3:2:  3,  and  since  that  year  there  have  been  annual  increments 
varying  in  amount  between  7/-  and  10/-. 

The  total  cost  of  isolation  and  treatment  of  each  patient, 
including  standing  charge,  but  excluding  ambulance  and  disin¬ 
fection  charges,  amounted  to  £31:3:0  as  compared  with  £35  :  14  :  o 
in  1936,  and  £22  :  15  :  o  in  1934.  Apart  from  the  maintenance 
charge,  which,  as  mentioned  above  has  increased  during  the  past 
three  years  this  figure  is  influenced  chiefly  by  the  average  length 
of  stay  in  hospital  per  patient  and,  in  relation  to  the  standing 
charge,  the  number  of  patients  treated.  The  average  stay  in 
hospital  per  patient  for  1937  was  4.7  weeks  as  compared  with  6.8 
weeks  in  1936. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SERVICES. 

Midx iferv  Services. 

I  am  informed  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
that  twenty-one  midwives  notified  their  intention  to  practise  in 
the  Borough  and  that  three  ceased  practising  in  the  Borough 
during  the  year. 

The  proposed  scheme  for  the  provision  of  a  midwifery 
service  tor  the  Borough  under  the  Midwives  Act,  1936,  outlined  jn.- 
my  Report  for  1936,  was  approved  and  came  into  operation  on 
August  1st,  1937.  Briefly,  the  scheme  provides  for  the  employ¬ 
ment  four  full-time  midwives  for  an  Area  known  as  the  Sutton 
Coldfefi  District,  which  includes  the  Borough  of  Sutras  Coldfield 
and  the  Parishes  of  Middleton,  Curdworth  and  Wishamo  Three 
of  the  midwives  are  employed  by  the  Council  as  full -tame  mid¬ 
wives  and  two  nurse  midwives  are  employed  by  the  Hill  and 
Four  Inks  Nursing  Association,  the  time  devoted  to  midwifery 
by  the  hitter  to  be  considered  as  representing  the  full  nine  ser¬ 
vices  of  one  midwife. 

Che  two  nurse  midwives  reside  at  Hill  and  -serve  that 
district  ind-  the  Parish  of  Middleton.  One  of  the  midwives 
employed  by  the  Council  has  been  accommodated  in  a  Corporation 
house  m  Walmley  and  it  is  proposed  to  allot  a  Corporat  ion  house 
on  the  PhCand  House  Estate  for  the  joint  use  of  the  remaining 
two  im iwives  employed  by  the  Council.  They  are  an  present 
occupyrm  temporary  lodgings. 

he  car  is  now  in  use  and  it  is  proposed  to  tyro  vide  a 

second. 

Tie  Area  allotted  to  the  Walmley  N urse  includes  .  irrd  worth 
and  Wiriiaw  and  extends  through  Walmley  to  Whiten  1  Com¬ 
mon.  Tie  central  parts  of  the  Town,  Wylde  Green,  C  ml  mere 
and  Chv  Oscott  are  served  by  the  remaining  two  nur.  e  . 
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During  the  period  January  ist — July  31st,  that  is  previous 
to  the  coming  into  force  of  the  Act  in  the  Borough  the  midwife 
employed  by  the  Council  attended  sixty-six  cases,  thirty-four 
with  doctors  and  thirty-two  alone.  From  August  ist  to  Dec¬ 
ember  31st,  the  three  midwives  employed  by  the  Council  under 
the  County  scheme  attended  seventy-three  cases,  thirty-one  with 
doctors  and  forty-two  alone.  The  Honorary  Secretary'  Hill  and 
Four  Oaks  Nursing  Association,  Mrs.  A.  E.  Terry  informs  me 
that  during  the  latter  period  twenty  cases  were  attended  by  the 
Association  Nurses,  sLx  with  doctors  and  fourteen  alone. 

The  fees  received  by  the  Council  in  respect'  of  midwifery 
between  January  ist  and  July  31st,  amounted  to  £139  :  17  :  o 
and  the  fees  received  between  August  ist  and  December  31st, 
whilst  the  scheme  was  in  operation  amounted  to  £131  :  18  :  o. 

Home  Helps. 

This  service  has  been  continued  and  expanded  during  the 
year.  Helps  wrere  provided  on  sixty  occasions  as  compared  with 
thirty  during  193b.  They  were  provided  for  normal  maternity 
cases  (50),  ante-natal  illness  (3),  illness  of  mothers  (2),  other 
emergencies  (5). 

Institutional  Provision  for  Mothers  and  Children. 

There  are  no  changes  to  report  under  this  heading.  No 
convalescent  homes  aie  provided  for  mothers  and  children. 

Health  Visitors. 

An  additional  Health  Visitor  for  maternity  and  child 
welfare  work  was  appointed  in  October;  she  took  up  her  duties 
on  November  8th. 

As  a  result  of  this  appointment  and  a  similar  appointment 
in  1936  there  has  been  an  increase  of  nearly  four  thousand  in  the 
!  number  of  domiciliary  visits  paid  in  1937  as  compared  with  1935. 

Child  Life  Protection. 

Ten  persons  were  registered  as  foster  parents  at  the  end 
of  the  year  and  the  number  of  children  boarded  during  the  year 
was  ten.  Thirty-eight  visits  were  paid  by  the  Visitors  for  the 
purpose  of  supervision  and  all  the  children  were  found  to  be 
kept  under  satisfactory  conditions. 

Orthopaedic  and  other  Treatment. 

Ten  children  under  school  age  were  referred  for  treatment 
at  the  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Birmingham,  under  the  Local 
Authority’s  scheme  for  the  following  defects  :-  knock  knees  (8), 
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eversion  of  ankle  (i),  abduction  of  feet  (i).  One  child  suffering 
from  infantile  paralysis  remained  under  treatment  from  the 
previous  year. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  twenty-two  children  suffering 
from  dental  defects  were  referred  from  the  maternity  and  child 
welfare  centres  for  treatment  by  the  School  Dental  Officer,  and 
eight  to  the  Children’s  Hospital,  Birmingham,  for  tonsillectomy. 

Three  children  under  five  years  were  refracted  by  the 
Local  Authority's  Ophthalmic  Surgeon. 

Nutrition. 

Instruction  in  nutrition  and  food  values  has  been  systemat¬ 
ically  carried  out  by  the  Health  Visitors  at  the  centres  and  in  the 
homes  by  personal  talks  and  by  the  distribution  of  pamphlets. 
With  the  better  facilities  which  a  new  centre  will  provide  it  is 
hoped  to  employ  films  in  the  near  future  as  an  aid  in  dissemina¬ 
ting  knowledge  of  this  important  subject. 

Distribution  of  free  milk  has  been  continued  as  in  previous 
years,  and  the  free  allowance  of  milk  at  the  centres  provides  a 
ready  means  of  combating  undernourishment  in  pregnant  and 
nursiri'g  mothers  and  young  children,  when,  poor  financial  cir¬ 
cumstances  are  a  bar  to  their  obtaining  a  diet  sufficient  for  their 
needs.  A  greater  margin  of  safety  is  thus  ensured  for  pregnant 
women,  and  young  children  are  protected  from  the  crippling 
defects  and  retarded  growth  which  are  frequently  the  results  of 
inadequate  diet. 

Climes. 

During  the  year  I  held  sixty-three  maternal  and  child 
welfare  clinics  at  Holland  Street  and  Minworth.  One  clinic  each 
month  has  been  devoted  entirely  to  ante-natal  work  at  Holland 
Street  and  as  a  result  there  has  been  a  marked  increase  in  the 
number  of  ante-natal  attendances.  On  the  other  hand  there 
has  been  a  slight  reduction  in  the  attendances  of  children  during 
the  year. 


At  Holland  Street 

Number  of  sessions 

Child  Welfare  . . 43 

Ante-natal  . .: .  11 

Attendances 

Children  1-5  years  . 283 

Infants  under  1  year  .  175 

Ante-natal  cases .  in 
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At  Minworth 

Number  of  sessions  .  20 

Attendances 

Children,  1-5  years  .  49 

Infants  under  1  year  .  42 

Ante-natal  cases  .  15 


Below  is  set  out  a  detailed  statement  of  all  attendances  of 
ante-natal  cases  and  children  at  the  Centres  during  the  year  :- 
At  Holland  Street 


Ante-natal  cases 

Children  1-5  years 

Number  of  sessions  .. 

.  11 

Number  of  sessions  . 

89 

First  attendances  . 

.  114 

First  attendances  . 

90 

Total  attendances  . 

.  230 

Other  attendances . 

2,836 

Average  total  attend- 

Children  under  1  year 

ances  per  session  .. 

.  20.9 

First  attendances  . 

160 

Other  attendances . 

1,562 

Total  attendances  . 

4,648 

Average  total  attendance 

s 

per  session  . 

52.2 

U  Minworth  :- 

Number  of  sessions 

(children  and  ante-natal  combined) 

25 

Ante-natal  cases 

Children  1-5  years 

First  attendances 

9 

First  attendances  . 

7 

Total  attendances  .. 

.  28 

Other  attendances . 

359 

Average  total  attend- 

Children  under  1  year 

ances  per  session  .. 

.  1. 1 

First  attendances  . 

17 

Other  attendances . 

108 

* 

Total  attendances  . 

491 

Average  total  attendances 
per  session  .  19.6 

Both  the  total  attendances  of  children  at  the  centres  and 
the  average  number  of  attendances  per  session  were  higher  than 
in  the  previous  year.  The  increase  in  attendances  was  confined 
to  children  of  1-5  years,  the  attendances  of  infants  being  lower. 
There  was  also  a  satisfactory  increase  in  the  ante-natal  attend¬ 
ances. 


Domiciliary  Visits  by  Health  Visitors. 

There  was  an  increase  of  over  50  per  cent,  in  the  number  of 
visits  paid  by  Health  Visitors  during  the  year  as  compared  with 
1936.  The  increase  was  in  respect  of  re-visits  to  children  both 
above  and  below  one  year  old,  special  visits  and  ante-natal  visits. 
The  numbers  of  primary  visits  to  infants  does  not  show  any 
appreciable  change. 
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First  visits  to  infants  .  444 

Re-visits  to  infants  . . .  1,848 

Visits  to  children  1-5  years  .  3,255 

Ante-natal  visits  .  547 

Visits  to  boarded-out  children  .  38 

Visits  for  enquiries  into  stillbirths  .  '  15 

Visits  to  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  3 

Visits  for  enquiries  into  puerperal  pyrexia  3 

Visits  to  old  persons .  35 

Visits  unclassified . 671 

Unsuccessful  visits........ . 621 


Total  ...  7,480 

X:  =^=rr-TT-- 


MATERNAL  AND  INFANT  MORTALITY,  ETC. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

Two  deaths  have  been  assigned  to  diseases  of  pregnancy, 
childbirth  and  the  puerperium.  One  of  the  deaths  arose  from 
placenta  praevia  and  one  from  toxaemia  and  eclampsia.  No 
deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  sepsis. 

In  each  of  the  above  cases  the  patient  had  been  under 
continuous  ante-natal  treatment  by  a  doctor  and  both  wereu 
admitted  to  hospital  after  the  onset  of  labour.  Caesarean  section 
was  performed  in  the  case  of  placenta  praevia  but  the  patient 
died  twelve  days  afterwards. 

Calculated  on  the  number  of  births,  live  and  still  the  total 
maternal  mortality  rate  for  the  Borough  is  4.26  per  1,000  births, 
as  compared  with  3.11  for  England  and  Wales.  The  rate  for 
causes  other  than  sepsis  is  4.26  as  compared  with  2.17  for  England 
and  Wales,  and  the  rate  for  sepsis  is  nil.  as  compared  with  .94 
for  England  and  Wales. 

Infant  Mortality. 

Twenty-one  deaths  occurred  in  infants  under  one  year, 
which  is  equivalent  to  5.21  per  cent,  of  the  total  number  of  deaths 
assigned  to  the  Borough  as  compared  with  4.07  per  cent,  in  1936. 
The  rate  of  infant  mortality  is  46.15  per  1,000  live  births  as 
compared  with  34.01  for  the  previous  year.  The  corresponding 
rates  for  England  and  Wales  and  the  Smaller  Towns  for  the  year 
under  review  are  58  and  55. 

-The  causes  of  infant  mortality  and  the  ages  at  death  are 
set  out  in  Table  VIII.  Of  the  twenty-one  deaths  registered  five 
occurred  in  the  first  day  of  life  and  eleven  in  the  first  week. 
Sixteen  deaths  were  classed  to  congenital  causes  of  which  pre¬ 
maturity  was  the  most  frequent. 
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Mortality  in  Early  Childhood. 

The  decline  in  mortality  which  took  place  during  the 
first  year  of  life  continued,  and  only  two  deaths  were  registered 
in  the  second  year  of  life,  one  of  which  was  due  to  bums.  One 
death  was  registered  in  each  of  the  succeeding  years  of  life  up 
to  five  years. 


INFANT  MORTALITY.  TABLE  VIII. 


Cause  of  Death. 

0-1 

day 

1  to  8 
days. 

8  to  15 
days. 

15  to  30 
days. 

1  mth. 
to 

3  mths. 

Over 

3 

months 

Total, 

Pyloric  Stenosis... 

— 

— 

— 

— . 

I 

— 

I 

Prematurity 

3 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

I 

2 

Influenza . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

I 

Marasmus 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

I 

Asphyxia 

Neonatorum 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Suffocation(in  bed) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

I 

Osteogenesis 

imperfecta 

— 

i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Heart  failure 
status  lymphati- 
cus  ...  ... 

_ 

I 

I 

Spina-bifida 

— 

— 

I 

— 

I 

— 

2 

Otitis  Media,  etc. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

I 

• 

Inanitition 

i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Totals 

5 

6 

I 

— 

4 

5 
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Nursing  Homes  Registration  Act. 

One  application  was  made  for  registration  of  a  nursing 
home,  but  the  application  was  withdrawn.  No  registrations 
were  cancelled  and  the  number  of  nursing  homes  in  the  Borough 
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remained  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year,  namely,  seven.  Six 
registrations  were  in  respect  of  nursing  homes  and  one  in  respect 
of  a  maternity  home.  Maternity  cases  were  also  taken  at  one  of 
the  nursing  homes. 

Fourteen  inspections  were  made  during  the  year  and  all 
the  nursing  homes  were  found  to  be  conducted  satisfactorily. 
One  nursing  home  was  closed  for  fifteen  days  on  account  of  the 
occurrence  of  two  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water. 

The  water  mains  have  been  extended  in  the  Borough 
for  a  total  distance  of  7,834  yards  chiefly  for  the  supply  of  new 
houses.  With  the  exception  of  1932,  in  which  year  a  length  of 
over  8,000  yards  was  laid,  this  is  the  greatest  addition  to  the 
mains  supply  of  the  Borough  which  has  been  recorded  in  any 
year.  ' 

The  extensions  have  been  made  by  the  Birmingham  Water 

Department  for  a  distance  of  2,352  yards  in  the  Chester  Road 

and  Minworth  areas  and  bv  the  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks 

Company  for  a  distance  of  5,482  yards  in  the  rest  of  the  Borough^...- 

Particulars  of  the  extensions  are  set  out  below. 

* 

The  routine  analysis  of  mains  water  has  been  continued 
during  the  year  and  seven  samples,  one  of  which  was  taken  from 
each  Ward,  were  analysed.  All  wrere  reported  as  samples  of  good 
potable  water  of  excellent  quality. 

Forty-three  private  well  waters  were  chemically  analysed 
during  the  year  and  of  these  thirty-four  were  reported  as  unsafe 
for  use  as  domestic  supplies.  Bacteriological  analyses  of  three 
well  waters  were  also  carried  out,  in  two  cases  to  confirm  the 
results  of  chemical  analyses.  One  result  was  satisfactory  and  two 
were  unsatisfactory. 

During  1933  and  1934  all  the  private  wells  in  the  Borough 
were  surveyed  and  the  water  analysed.  A  large  proportion  were 
found  to  be  polluted  in  varying  degrees  by  farm  drainage  and, 
in  addition  examination  of  the  wells  frequently  disclosed  a  source 
of  gross  contamination  such  as  a  broken  drain  or  a  cesspool 
draining  into  a  well.  All  such  sources  of  pollution  were  removed 
and  the  well  tops  were  made  impervious  with  a  view  to  making 
them  as  safe  as  possible,  but  it  was  recognised  that  protection  of 
the  majority  of  these  old  shallow  wells  presented  great  difficulties, 
or  that  such  was  in  many  cases  virtually  impossible,  particularly 
as  the  strata  into  which  they  had  been  sunk  gave  little  protection 
by  filtration. 
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The  results  of  the  present  inspections  and  analyses, 
although  they  do  not  indicate  that  the  wells  are  safe  as  domestic 
supplies,  nevertheless  are  evidence  that  the  grosser  forms  of 
pollution  have  been  eliminated  to  a  large  extent  by  the  action 
taken.  The  possibilities  of  more  adequately  safeguarding  these 
private  domestic  supplies  are  being  considered  by  your  Com¬ 
mittee. 

In  most  cases  it  would  be  impossible  for  individual  owners 
to  bear  the  cost  of  replacing  these  wells  by  main’s  supplies  and 
new  private  well-sinkings  would,  at  best  give  very  uncertain 
results. 


SOUTH  STAFFORDSHIRE  WATERWORKS  COMPANY. 
EXTENSIONS  OF  MAINS.  TABLE  IX. 


Size 

Length 

Yards. 

Locality. 

4' 

498 

Russells  Bank  Road,  Four  Oaks. 

4" 

20 

Edge  Hill  Road,  Four  Oaks. 

4' 

221 

Station  Drive,  off  Rectory’  Road. 

4' 

513 

The  Boulevards,  Wylde  Green. 

4' 

16 

Berwood  Road. 

4' 

392 

New  Harman  Road,  off  Orphanage  Road. 

- 

0 

38 

Upper  Holland  Estate 

4' 

377 

Ditto 

4' 

1,076 

Pilkington  Avenue,  Maney. 

6' 

107 

Ditto 

4' 

4i 

Hill  Common  Road,  Four  Oaks. 

4'  . 

69 

Jordan  Road,  Four  Oaks. 

if 

4 

122 

Butlers  Lane,  Four  Oaks. 

4r 

678 

Slade  Lane. 

4 

870 

Darnick  Road. 

4' 

8 

Springfield  Road,  Walmley. 

4' 

30 

Grange  Estate,  Marlpit  Lane. 

4' 

72 

Lichfield  Road,  Four  Oaks,  near  Belwell 

\ 

Lan«\ 

Totals.  6*  107  yards. 

4*  -5»337  » 

3*  38  z. 


5,482  yards. 
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CITY  OF  BIRMINGHAM  WATER  DEPARTMENT. 
EXTENSIONS  OF  MAINS. 


Size. 

Length 

Yards. 

Locality. 

6" 

323 

Chester  Road  Area  :- 
Sutton  Oak  Road 

4" 

41 

Ditto 

4” 

200 

Roylesden  Crescent. 

4' 

196 

College  Road. 

4' 

335 

George  Frederick  Road. 

4' 

244 

Kings  Road. 

4" 

2/3 

Westwrood  Road. 

4' 

8 

Elizabeth  Road. 

4" 

8 

George  Road. 

4' 

724 

Min  worth  Area. 

Orton  Avenue,  etc.  on  Eachelhurst  Estate. 

Totals.  6"  323  yards. 

4"  2,029 


2,352  yards. 

•Drainage  and  Sewerage.  — 

Over  10,000  yards  of  9-inch  sewer  was  constructed  during 
the  year  for  the  drainage  of  new7  houses.  Details  of  these  ex¬ 
tensions,  kindly  supplied  by  the  Borough  Surveyor  (Mr.  Thomas 
Porter)  are  set  out  below 
Length 

Size.  Yards.  Locality. 


2,840  Hill  Farm  Estate. 

649  Maney  Hill  Estate. 

1 16  Bakers  Lane. 

897  Somerville  Estate. 

445  George  Road,  Elizabeth  Road  and  Windsor 

Road. 

550  Kings  Road  Estate. 

'  100  Railway  Drive. 

834  Boulevard  Estate. 

145  Boultbee  Road. 

1,957  Kate’s  Hill  Estate. 

460  Pilkington  Avenue  (continuation). 

129  Hillside  Road. 

343  Wilmott  Road. 

50  Wylde  Green  Road. 

360  Bearwood  Estate. 

213  Roylesden  Crescent. 


10,088 


Total" 


7: or  hundred  and  forty-four  connections  have  been  made 
to  the  ><vver  for  the  drainage  of  five  hundred  and  forty-nine  new 
houses.  No  connections'  were  made  to  old  houses  during  the 
y^ar. 

Public  Cleansing. 

X  >  alterations  have  been  made  in  the  arrangements  for 

these  services. 

tons  of  house  refuse  was  collected  and  from  the 
6,443  to :is  destroyed  in  the  refuse  destructor,  steam  was  raised 
to  generate  411,493  units  of  electricity,  giving  an  average  of  63.9 
units  per  ton  of  refuse,  as  compared  wath  66.9  unit'  in  1936. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  water  from  a  stream  which  had  been  reported  on  a 
previous  occasion  as  heavily  polluted  with  human  sewage  was 
chemically  examined  and  found  to  be  of  a  reasonably  good  quality. 

Four  samples  taken  from  the  stream  below  Blackroot 
Pool  were  bacteriologically  examined.  The  findings  were  in¬ 
dicative  of  sewage  contamination. 

Swimming  Pools. 

An  analysis  was  made  of  a  sample  of  water  taken  from 
Keepers  Pool  baths  during  the  bathing  season,  the  results  of 
which  showed  bacterial  contamination  probably  of  human  origin. 

Disinfestation. 

For  the  protection  of  Corporation  owned  houses  from 
infestation,  close  supervision  has  been  exercised  over  tenants 
moving  into  these  from  unfit  houses  vacated  under  demolition 
orders. 

No  house  infestation  was  found  in  any  part  of  the 
Borough  during  the  year. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

Little  change  has  been  effected  in  the  conservancy  system 
in  the  Borough  during  the  year  under  review.  One  pan  closet 
only  was  converted  to  the  water  carriage  system. 

table  X. 


No.  of 
Privies 
in  the 
Borough 

No.  of 
Pin 
CF/VrtS 
in  the 
Borough 

No.  of 
Tip 
Gosets 
in  the 
Borough 

No.  of  Tip  Qosets 
converted  to  W.Cs, 

No.  of 

Privies  converted 
to  W.Cv 

No.  of 
Privies 
demolished. 

No.  of 
Pan 
Closets 
converted 

to  W.Cs. 

23 

237 

2 

• 

— 

— 

I 
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STATEMENT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


Common  Lodging  Houses .  Nil- 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings  .  NiL 


Infectious  Diseases. 

Cases  removed  to  hospital. 

Diphtheria  . 

Scarlet  fever  . 

Erysipelas  . 

Para-Typhoid  . 

Measles  . 

Bedding  stoved  and  destroyed 
Houses  disinfected  . 

Offen s ive  T rades . 

Number  on  register  . 

Statutory  notices  served  . 

Informal  notices  served  . 

Informal  notices  complied  with 

Slaughter  Houses.. 

''  Number  on  register  . 

Statutory  notices  served  . 

Informal  notices  served  . 

Informal  notices  complied  with 

Dairies  and  Milkshops. 

Dairymen  (including  producers) 

Statutory  notices  served  . 

Informal  notices  served  . 

Informal  notices  complied  with 
Number  of  wholesale  traders  .. 

Statutory  notices  served  . 

Informal  notices  serA'ed  . ... 

Number  of  retail  purveyors 

Statutory  notices  served  . 

Informal  notices  served  . 

Informal  notices  complied  with 

Cowsheds. 

Registered  cowkeepers  . 

Cowsheds  in  use  . . 

Cowsheds  not  in  use . 

Number  of  cows  kept  . 

Actual  Accommodation  . 


io 

Q 

-y 

-J! 

I 


I2J 
IX  > 


1 

Nil 

> 

2 


-3 


Xj 
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Statutory  notices  served  . 

Informal  notices  served  . 

Informal  notices  complied  with 

Bakehouses. 

Number  on  register  . 

Workshop  bakehouses  on  register 

Workshop  bakehouses  in  use  . 

Factory  bakehouses  on  register  .. 

Factory  bakehouses  in  use  . 

Statutory  notices  served  . 

Informal  notices  served  . 

Informal  notices  complied  with  .. 


Visits. 


Offensive  and  like  trades . . 

Inspection  of  wells . 

Inspection  of  cowsheds  . . . . 

Dairies  and  milkshops  . . . 

Slaughter  houses  . 

Infectious  diseases  . 

Week-end  caravans  . . 

New  drainage  work  . 

Cesspools  . . . 

On  complaint  of  general  nuisance  . 

Food  shops,  public  restaurants,  clubs  and  caterers 
Factories  and  workshops  (excluding  bakehouses) 

-  Bakehouses  . . . 

Outworkers  . 

Flats  and  basements  . . 

Picture  houses  . . 

Overcrowding  . 

Conveniences,  Sutton  Park  . . 

Rivers  and  streams 


Tips . 

Animals  improperly  kept  . 

Miscellaneous . . . 

Schools. 

Elementary  . . . 

Private  . , . 

Housing. 

Under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  ... 
Under  Housing  Convriidated  Regulations 


Summary  of  defect  %  rer/*sAied  and  Nuisances  abated. 
Dwelling  houses  ;~ 

New  drains  lab:  . . 

Defective  drains  repaired  . 


Nil. 

"'42 

42 

16 

5 

5 

11 

11 

Nil. 

20 

20 


67 

154 

482 

240 

1425 

37° 

34 

122 

48 

387 

756 

468 

76 

7 

40 
22 

41 
70 
52 

10S 

45 

121 


57 

27 

4.055 

450 


16 

20 


25 


Choked  drains  cleared  . . 

Choked  W.C’s  cleared  . 

Choked  waste  pipes  cleared  . 

Sinks  and  waste  pipes  repaired  . . 

Dirty  yards  and  W.C’s  and  drains  cleansed  . 

Defective  ventilation  pipes  repaired  . 

Defective  W.C.  pan  joints  repaired  . .. 

Defective  W.C.  pan  and  trap  renewed  . . 

Glazed  sinks  provided  and  fixed  . 

Brick  sinks  abolished  . 

Roofs  repaired  . 

Walls  pointed  and  repaired . . . 

Spouting  and  down  pipes  repaired  . . . 

Rainwater  cisterns  abolished  . . . . . 

Burst  water  pipes  repaired  . . . 

Yard  paying  taken  up  and  relaid  . . 

Channels  relaid  . . . . 

Closet  roofs,  seats  and  floors  repaired  . 

W.C’s  provided  with  additional  light  and  ventilation. 

Roofs,  walls  and  floors  of  wash-houses  repaired  . 

Wash-houses  and  W.C's  lime  washed  . . 

Floors  repaired  . . . . . 

Wall  and  ceiling  plaster  repaired  . . .  - 

Ranges  and  grates  repaired  . . . . . . 

Chimneys  repaired  . . . . . 

Windows,  stairs  and  doors  repaired  . . . ........ 

Houses  cleansed  . . . . . 

Dirty  bedding  destroyed  . . . . 

Damp  courses  uncovered . . . . . . . 

Ventilation  provided  under  floors  . . . - _ 

Food  stores  provided  . . . . 

Overcrowding  abated  . . 

Basement  rooms  found  unfit  for  habitation- 

evacuated  . v . . . . . . 

Cellars  filled  in  . . . . 

Ashbins  renewed  . . . . 

Ashpits  repaired . . . . . . 

W.C.  tanks  repaired  . . 

Domestic  furnaces  repaired . . . . . . 


7« 

47 

6 

35 

72 

33 
57 
43 

'i 

2 

84 

146 

<6 

0 

24 

34 

98 

7 

31 
7  6 
50 

143" 

46 

x8 

102 

221 
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12 
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77 
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Schools 

Elementary. 

Damp  walls  remedied  . . . . . . .  1 

Choked  drains  cleared  . . . . . 

Broken  W.C.  pans  repaired . . _ .  2 

Defective  flushing  cisterns  repaired  _ —  2 

Dirty  conveniences  cleansed  . . . . 7 

Defective  yard  paving  repaired  _ _ *  2 
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Private. 

Broken  W.C.  pans  renewed .  2 

Defective  inside  W.C.  repaired  .  1 

Dirty  conveniences  cleansed  . . .• .  3 

Dairy  Farms — Cowsheds. 

Re-construction  of  old  cowsheds  .  6 

Repairs  to  cowshed  roofs  .  7 

Repairs  to  floors,  channels  and  boosins .  13 

Cowsheds  limewashed  .  36 

New  drains  laid .  3 

Repairs  to  drains  .  1 

Repairs  to  cesspool  . 1 

Choked  drains  cleared  .  6 

Yards  paved  .  4 

Dairy  Farms — Dairies. 

Dairies  closed  . 1 

Dairies  repaired  .  5 

Dairies  limewashed  .  9 

Milk  Shops. 

Dairies  condemned  . 1 

Dairies  limewashed  .  7 

Dairy  floors  repaired  .  2 

Dirty  yards  cleansed  .  2 

Dirty  utensils  cleansed  .  4 

Removal  of  refuse,  etc .  2 

Slaughter  Houses 

Limewashed  .  9 

Floors  and  roofs  repaired  .  5 

Yards  re-paved  .  1 

Dirty  yards  cleansed  .  1 

Offal  removed  .  4 

Bakehouses  ;- 

Limewashed  . ; .  8 

Dirty  yards  and  conveniences  cleansed  . 9 

Defective  W.C.  pans  renewed  .  1 

Workshops 

Limewashed  .  4 

Defective  W.C.  pans  renewed  .  1 

Choked  drains  cleared  .  -  1 

Dirty  conveniences  . 4 

Defective  plaster  and  floors  repaired  .  4 

Removal  of  refuse  . 4 
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Workplaces. 

Limewashed  . . 

Defective  lavatory  roofs,  etc.  repaired  . 

Defective  lavatory  floors  repaired  . 

Yard  pacing  repaired  . 

Dirty  yards  cleansed . . . 

Rat  infestation  . . . 

Removal  of  refuse  . 

Removal  of  manure  . . . 

Factories. 

Limewashed  . . . . . . 

Defective  drains  repaired  . 

W.C's  re-constructed  . . 

Defective  W.C. seats  and  doors  repaired  . . 

Defective  W.C.  pans  renewed . . . 

W.C.  flushing  cistern  repaired  . 

Dirty  yards  and  conveniences  cleansed  . 

Choked  drains  cleared  . . . 

Defective  floors  and  piaster  repaired . 

Public  Houses,  Clubs,  and  Catering  Establishments. 

Cesspools  filled  in  . . . 

Defective  drains  repaired  . . 

Defective  W.C.  pans  renewed  . 

Dirty  urinals,  W.C’s  and  yards  cleansed  . 

Urinal,  lavatory'  floor,  seat  and  walls  repaired 

Urinals  and  W.C’s  limewashed  . 

Ashbins  renewed  . . . 

Shops. 

Roofs,  floors  and  plaster  repaired  . 

Basements  and  staircases  limewashed  . 

Defective  drains  repaired  . . 

New  W.C’s  provided  . . . 

Dirty  W.C’s,  yards  and  drains  cleansed . 

Broken  W.C.  pan  renewed  . 

Wash-hand  basins  fixed  . 

Ashbins  provided  . 

Removal  of  trade  refuse  . 

Others. 

Cesspools  filled  in — drains  connected  to  sewers  .. 

Overflowing  cesspools  dealt  with  . 

Privies  abolished  . .• . . 

Stagnant  pools  filled  in . . . 
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Animals  improperly  kept  . 6 

Removal  of  manure  .  21 

Rat  complaints  dealt  with  .  160 

Filthy  bedding  washed .  6 

Stables  condemned  as  a  nuisance  .  1 

Removal  of  van  dwellers  . *, .  6 

Pumps  to  drinking  wells  repaired  .  6 

Summary  of  Nuisances,  etc.  not  remedied  . 

Unsafe  well  waters  (see  pages  20-21) .  19 

Defective  houses .  12 


Rag  Flock  Acts,  1911  and  1928. 

Four  samples  of  rag  flock  were  submitted  for  examination 
during  the  year,  the  results  of  which  were  satisfactory’.  The 
samples  contained  4,  5,  7  and  11  parts  of  chlorine  per  100,000. 

Shops  Act,  1934. 

The  Shops  Acts  Inspector,  reports  that  he  visited  the 
shops  in  the  Borough  during  the  year,  and  found  them  in 
order  in  regard  to  ventilation,  temperature  and  sanitary  con¬ 
veniences.  No  formal  action  has  been  taken  during  the  year. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

Seven  observations  wrere  carried  out  on  factory  chimneys 
during  the  year.  At  one  factory  the  emission  of  smoke  was  found 
to  be  excessive  on  twTo  successive  days,  amounting  in  one  instance 
to  9  minutes  for  black  smoke  and  24.4  minutes  for  smoke  other 
than  black  during  an  hour’s  observation.  Informal  action  was 
taken  with  the  management  and  satisfactory  results  were  obtained 
by  improved  stoking,  the  smoke  emission  being  negligible  on  a 
subsequent  observation.  The  findings  at  the  remaining  obser¬ 
vations  w(  re  satisfactory. 

SCHOOL  HYGIENE. 

Elementary  Schools. 

Fifty-seven  visits  were  paid  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  to 
the  elementary  schools  for  the  purpose  of  sanitary  supervision, 
and  in  addition  periodical  reports  were  made  by  the  School  Nurse 
on  the  washing  arrangements  and  general  cleanliness  and  tidiness 
of  each  school.  The  defects  found  and  remedied  are  set  out  on 
page  26  and  in  addition  the  following  repairs  and  other  work  of  a 
sanitary  nature  have  been  carried  out 

The  water  storage  tank  at  Hill  girls'  school  has  been 
removed  and  the  supply  derived  directly  from  the  mains. 
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Five  new  w.c.  pedestals  have  been  installed  at  Green  Lanes 
infants’  school. 

-  A  drinking  fountain  has  been  installed  at  Town  girls’  school . 

Four  new  wash  basins  have  been  fixed  in  the  boys’  lavatory 
at  Minworth  school. 

Interior  decorations  have  been  carried  out  at  Hill  boys’ 
school  and  at  Green  Lanes’  handicraft  centre.  Exterior  decora¬ 
tions  have  been  carried  out  at  Money  infants’  school  and  Town 
girls'  school,  and  both  exterior  and  interior  decorations  at  Town 
boys’  handicraft  centre,  Town  boys’  school  and  Reddica'p  Heath 
school. 

All  interior  walls  not  decorated  have  been  washed  down. 
Private  Schools. 

So  far  as  is  known  there  are  eighteen  private  schools  in  the 
Borough,  all  of  which  have  been  inspected  during  the  year.  On 
the  whole  the  sanitary  arrangements  in  these  establishments 
are  considered  to  be  satisfactory,  and  the  few  minor  sanitary 
defects  found  were  remedied. 

METEOROLOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS. 

The  total  rainfall  for  the  year  was  the  same  as  the  average 
for  the  previous  ten  years.  February  was  the  wettest  month  of 
the  year  with  a  rainfall  of  4.02  inches,  and  June  was  the  driest 
with  a  fall  of  1.09  inches.  The  greatest  fall  in  24  hours  occurred 
on  September  18th  when  1.0S  inches  were  registered. 

The  average  mean  shade  temperature  for  the  year  was 
4°F.  above  the  average  for  the  previous  ten  years.  The  highest 
shade  temperature  of  the  year,  89°  F.  was  registered  on  August 
2nd  and  the  lowest,  I9°f.  on  November  22nd. 

The  sunshine  recorded  was  below  the  average  for  the 
previous  five  years  by  44  hours.  The  .greatest  number  of  hours 
of  sunshine  was  registered  in  August  and  the  least  in  December. 
January,  February,  October  and  November  were  also  dull  months, 
each  having  well  below  100  hours  of  sunshine. 

Housing. 

During  the  year  under  review  680  houses,  fifty  of  which 
had  been  erected  by  the  Local  Authority  were  completed  and 
added  to  the  valuation  list.  The  total  number  of  houses  erected 
by  the  Local  Authority  during  the  period  1919-1937  and  in 
occupation  at  the  end  of  1937*  was  533,  and  the  correspond¬ 
ing  number  erected  by  private  enterprise  was  5,282,  a  proportion 
of  approximately  ten  to  one  in  favour  of  private  enterprise. 
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METEOROLOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS 
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The  total  number  of  houses  inspected  under  the  Public 
Health  and  Housing  Acts  and  the  Consolidated  Regulations  was 
2,404,  as  compared  with  2,605  in  1936 — a  decrease  of  201.  On 
the  other  hand  there  was  an  increase  of  over  700  in  the  total 
number  of  visits  paid  for  house  inspection.  The  percentage  of 
all  houses  inspected  found  to  be  unfit  in  any  respect  was  approxi¬ 
mately  thirteen.  Details  of  the  defects  are  set  out  in  the  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  statement  on  pages  25-29. 

During  the  year  19  houses  were  represented  as  unfit  for 
human  habitation,  bringing  the  total  number  of  representations 
under  the  Act  to  eighty-two  at  the  end  of  1937. 

Of  the  150  houses  originally  scheduled  for  proceedings 
under  the  Housing  Act,  1930,  Section  11,  131  have  been  dealt  with 
by  voluntary  demolition  by  owners,  by  official  representations  or 
by  voluntary  renovation  by  owners.  Below  is  a  statistical 
statement  of  progress  in  dealing  with  unfit  houses,  a  noteworthy 
feature  of  which  is  the  high  proportion  of  houses  voluntarily 
demolished  by  owners  without  formal  action  in  comparison  with 
those  dealt  with  by  statutory  action. 


Up  to 
31/12/36. 

During 

1937. 

TOTAL 

Houses  represented  as  unfit 

Houses  demolished  voluntarily  by  owners 

63 

19 

(without  representation) 

Houses  demolished  voluntarily  by  owners 

36 

I 

7 

37 

(after  representation) 

Houses  renovated  by  owners  (without 

I 

1 

representation) 

II 

— 

11 

Totals 

III 

20 

131 

Demolition  orders  made  by  Local  Authority 
Number  of  houses  demolished  under  demoli- 

37 

13 

50 

tio'n  orders 

8 

18 

26 

Re-conditioning  undertakings  accepted 

11 

— 

11 

Re-conditioning  undertakings  carried  out 

7 

— 

7 

Housing  Statistics,  19 37. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Hous¬ 
ing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,003 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  4,055 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the-  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  401 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  450 
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(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  re¬ 

ferred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  303 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  Year  without  service  of 

formal  Notices 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  268 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  :- 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  ol  which 


notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  render¬ 
ed  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil. 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  :- 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 
to  be  remedied...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 


(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  -  Nil. 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  13 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  18 

(d)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936  * 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 
ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 
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(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 
ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 
room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  Nil. 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936.  Part  I  V.  Overcrowding  :- 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  ...  ...  ....  ...  ...  22 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  22 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein — 

Adults  139 
Children  50 

-  164 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  ot  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 

Adults  35 
Children  8 

-  rM 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling  houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the 
Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

There  were  twenty-two  overcrowded  dwellings  at  the  end 
of  1937  as  compared  with  twenty-six  at  the  end  of  1936.  Two  - 
fresh  cases  of  overcrowding  due  to  increases  in  families  were  re¬ 
ported  and  in  six  cases  the  overcrowding  wTas  abated  by  rehousing 
by  the  Local  Authority  (5)  and  by  other  arrangements  (1). 

Two  of  the  re-housed  families  had  occupied  houses  which, 
in  addition  to  being  overcrowded  were  due  for  demolition  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

Of  the  six  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year, 
two  were  in  respect  of  Corporation  tenants  and  four  in  respect  of 
tenants  of  privately  owned  houses,  and  of  the  tw7enty-two  houses 
recorded  as  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year,  eight  w'ere  owned 
by  the  Local  Authority  and  fourteen  were  privately  owned. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Milk. 

There  were  207  dairymen  on  the  register  in  the  Borough 
during  the  year,  including  52  registered  cowLeepers.  Thirty- 
three  of  the  dairymen  ■  were  wholesale  traders  and  179  wrere 
retail  purveyors. 

•;  V 
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The  Sanitary  Inspectors  paid  722  visits  for  the  inspection 
of  dairy  premises  and  details  of  the  defects  found  and  remedied 
are  set  out  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  statement,  page  27. 
It  may  be  noted  that  no  formal  action  was  required  during  the 
year  to  obtain  compliance  with  sanitary  notices. 

The  water  supplies  at  most  of  the  dairy  farms  are  derived 
from  shallow  wells  and  are  used  for  both  domestic  and  dairy 
purposes.  As  th.e  results  of  analyses  (v.  pages  20-21)  informal 
action  has  been  taken  in  regard  to  certain  of  these  wells  as  domestic 
supplies,  on  the  grounds  that  they  are  liable  to  contamination 
prejudicial  to  health.  The  difficulties  of  replacing  them  by  mains 
or  other  safe  supplies  are  referred  to  above. 

Milk.  Designated. 

Fifteen  milk  producers  registered  in  the  Borough  were 
licenced  for  the  production  of  designated  milk,  namely,  tuberculin 
tested  (1)  and  accredited  (14).  Designated  milk  was  also  retailed 
in  the  Borough  under  supplementary  licences  granted  by  the 
Local  Authority  for  the  following  grades  :  tuberculin  tested 
(11),  accredited  (12),  pasteurised  (17). 

Thirty-two  samples  of  designated  milk  were  examined  for 
bacteriological  content,  namely,  pasteurised,  23  ;  accredited,  7  ; 
and  tuberculin  tested,  2.  The  pasteurised  samples,  the  majority 
of  which  were  taken  at  the  elementary  schools,  were  examined  for 
total  count  and  B.  coli  content  and,  of  these  two  gave  an  exces¬ 
sive  total  count  and  one  of  the  latter  also  gave  a  positive  B.  coli 
test. 


The  accredited  and  tuberculin  tested  samples  were  exam¬ 
ined  by  the  methylene  blue  reduction  test  and  coliform  test. 
Three  accredited  samples  failed  to  satisfy  the  requirements  of  the 
methylene  blue  test,  reduction  taking  place  in  two  cases  within 
half-an-hour  and  in  one  case  within  hours.  Two  of  these 
unsatisfactory  samples  also  gave  a  positive  B.  coli  test. 

One  tuberculin  tested  sample  was  reduced  in  3J  hours  and 
B.  coli  were  found  in  100  m.l’s.  of  the  milk  (three  tubes). 

Six  of  the  pasteurised  samples  referred  to  above  were  also 
submitted  to  the  phosphatase  test.  The  results  in  four  indicated 
that  proper  pasteurisation  had  been  carried  out,  but  two  failed  to 
satisfy  the  test.  It  is  noteworthy  that  a  sample  reported  to  con¬ 
tain  an  “uncountable”  number  of  bacteria  gave  a  satisfactory 
phosphatase  test. 

Thirteen  of  the  designated  samples  were  biologically 
examined  for  tubercle  bacilli  anti  all  were  reported  negative. 
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The  County  Authorities  concerned  were  informed  in  regard 
to  the  unsatisfactory  designated  samples  and  in  addition  the 
vendors  in  regard  to  the  unsatisfactory  pasteurised  samples. 

M  itk .  Non -des  ignated. 

During  the  year  48  samples  of  non-designated  milk  were 
examined  by  the  methylene  blue  test  and  for  B.  coli  content. 
In  all  16  samples  were  unsatisfactory,  thirteen  in  respect  of  both 
methylene  blue  and  coliform  tests,  two  in  respect  of  methylene 
blue  test  only  and  one  in  respect  of  coliform  test  only.  Informal 
action  was  taken  in  regard  to  these  unsatisfactory  samples  with 
a  view  to  obtaining  improvement  in  methods  of  production  and 
distribution. 

Of  the  forty-eight  samples  examined  twenty-three  were 
taken  from  milk  produced  in  the  Borough  and  of  these  thirty  per 
cent,  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory.  The  remaining  twenty- 
five  samples  were  taken  from  milk  produced  outside  the  Borough 
and,  of  these  thirty-six  per  cent,  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

Sixteen  samples  of  non-designated  milk  were  biologically’ 
examined  for  tubercle  bacilli.  Nine  of  the  samples  were  taken 
from  milk  produced  outside  the  Borough  and  of  these  one  sample 
was  found  to  contain  living  tubercle  bacilli.  Seven  samples  werer 
taken  from  milk  produced  in  the  Borough,  and  of  these  one 
sample  was  found  to  contain  living  tubercle  bacilli.  The  County 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  concerned  were  notified  and  the  neces¬ 
sary  action  was  taken  by  the  County  Authorities  to  trace  the 
source  of  infection. 

The  report  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  War¬ 
wickshire,  in  reference  to  the  infected  milk  from  a  farm  in  the 
Borough  showed  that  a  bulk  sample  was  again  found  to  be  positive. 
Two  cows,  almost  “dry”  were  sold  from  the  herd  and  a  second 
sample,  taken  afterwards  was  negative.  Infection  was  therefore 
attributed  to  one  or  both  of  the  two  cows  which  had  been  sold, 
although  they  wrere  apparently  healthy  when  the  herd  was  in¬ 
spected. 

> 

Meat . 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  number  of  slaughter 
houses,  of  which  there  are  seven  registered  and  two  licensed  in 
the  Borough.  The  Inspectors  paid  1,425  visits  during  the  year, 
chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  inspection  of  carcases,  of  which  4,125 
were  inspected. 

The  meat  regulations  require  the  notification  by  butchers 
of  all  slaughtering  to  the  Health  Department  and  every  effort  is 
made  to  ensure  that  all  carcases  are  inspected  before  removal. 
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During  the  year  under  review  it  is  estimated  that  practically  one 
hundred  per  cent,  of  beasts  and  pigs  and  approximately  fifty  per 
cent,  of  sheep  were  inspected.  This  routine  visiting  of  private 
slaughter  houses  for  the  purpose  of  supervising  the  meat  supply 
must  necessarily  absorb  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors'  time,  but  the  necessity  for  close  supervision  is  made 
evident  by  the  comparatively  large  quantity  of  meat  which  wras 
condemned  as  unfit  for  food,  full  details  of  which  are  set  out  in 
Table  XII. 

In  cattle  the  percentage  of  the  carcases  examined  affected 
with  tuberculosis  was  little  short  of  the  percentage  affected  by 
all  other  diseases,  but  in  pigs  the  percentage  of  carcases  affected 
by  tuberculosis  was  six  times  higher  than  the  percentage  affected 
by  all  other  diseases. 

All  meat  condemned  was  voluntarily  surrendered  and  no 
legal  action  was  taken  during  the  year. 

Table  XII. 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle 

exclud¬ 

ing 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs. 

Numbers  killed  (not  known)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Numbers  inspected 

824 

— 

100 

2,477 

724 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1  ’ 

3 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
>  organ  was  condemned 

52 

— 

— 

7 

8 

Percentages  of  the  numbers  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis. 

6.31 

_____ 

. 

•32 

1-52 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

4 

— 

I 

— 

4 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

45 

— 

— 

— 

62 

Percentages  of  the  numbers  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis.  . 

5-94 

— 

1.0 

— 

9. 11 
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De'ailed  Statement  of  Meat  Surrendered  and  Condemned. 


Meat.  Cause  of  surrender. 


31  Beasts '(head  and  tongue) 

1  Beast  (lungs  and  liver) 

8  Beasts  (liver)  ... 

20  Beasts  (lungs)  ...  ... 

1  Beast  (lungs  and  heart) 

4  Beasts  (entire  carcase  and  offal) 

2  Beasts  (forequarters)  ... 

1  Beast  (kidney) 

6  Beasts  (mesenteric  fat) 

4  Beasts  (heart)  ...  ... 

4  Beasts  (spleen) 

2  Beasts  (liver)  ... 

37  Beasts  (livers) 

7  Beasts  (livers) 

3  Beasts  (livers) 

1  Beast  (liver) 

1  Beast  (head  and  tongue) 

1  Beast  (lungs)  ... 

1  Beast  (kidney) 

1  Beast  (brisket — qlbs.) 

* 

* 

2  Beasts  (livers) 

3  Pigs  (entire  carcase  and  offal) 

1  Pig  (entire  carcase)  ... 

6  Pigs  (heads  and  intestines) 

8  Pigs  (heads  and  plucks) 

45  Pigs  (heads) 

22  Pigs  (plucks) 

2  Pigs  (hindquarter  50-lbs.) 

13  Pigs  (mesenteric  fat)  ... 

Loin  of  Pork  (12-lbs.) 

1  Pig  (entire  carcase  and  offal) 

2  Pigs  (entire  carcase  and  offal) 

2  Pigs  (livers)  . 

3  Pigs  (livers)  ...  . . 

3  Pigs  (plucks)  ... 

1  Sheep  (entire  carcase  and  offal) 

1  Sheep  (liver) 

5  Sheep  (livers) 

2  Sheep  (livers)  . 

3  Sheep  . 

1  Calf  (entire  carcase  and  offal) 

10  cwt.  Meat  abandoned  in  shop 


Tuberculosis. 

Tuberculosis. 

Tuberculosis. 

Tuberculosis. 

Tuberculosis. 

Generalised  tuberculosis. 
Tuberculosis. 

Tuberculosis. 

Tuberculosis. 

Tuberculosis. 

Tuberculosis. 

Fatty  degeneration. 

Flukey. 

Multiple  abscesses. 

Abscesses. 

Bacterial  necrosis. 
Actinomycosis. 

Abscesses. 

Abscesses. 

Abscesses — accidental  con¬ 
tamination.  **■ 

Echinococcus. 

Generalised  tuberculosis. 
Tuberculosis. 

Tuberculosis. 

Tuberculosis. 

Tuberculosis. 

Tuberculosis. 

Tuberculosis. 

Tuberculosis. 

Tuberculosis. 

Swine  erysipelas. 

Dropsy. 

Enlarged. 

Cirrhosis. 

Pneumonia. 

Emaciation. 

Flukey. 

Echinococcus. 

Abscesses. 

Worried. 

Generalised  tuberculosis. 
Unsound. 
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Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

Nineteen  slaughter  men  were  registered  under  the  Act  at 
the  end  of  the  year,  and  the  necessary  supervision  has  been 
exercised  in  the  course  of  routine  inspections  under  the  Meat 
Regulations. 

Other  Foods. 

During  the  year  the  Inspectors  paid  756  visits  to  shops, 
restaurants,  clubs,  etc.  for  the  purpose  of  supervision  of  food 
deposited  for  sale  and  the  inspection  of  the  premises.  Details  of 
the  sanitary  defects  will  be  found  on  page  28  and  the  following 
food,  other  than  meat,  was  condemned  and  voluntarily  surren- 


dered. 

Victoria  Plums 

...  6  large  tins. 

Ditto 

18  small  tins. 

Golden  Plums 

1  small  tin.  • 

Strawberries 

...  12-lbs. 

Fowls 

...  3. 

Ryvita  Flakes 

14  packets. 

Two  samples  of  beer  were  examined  for  chemical  contam¬ 
ination  and  were  reported  as  satisfactory. 


Bakehouses. 

There  were  nine  factory  bakehouses  and  six  workshop 
bakehouses  on  the  register,  and  for  the  purpose  of  supervision 
seventy-six  visits  were  paid  by  the  Inspectors  to  these  premises 
during  the  year. 

In  my  Report  for  1936,  I  drew  attention  to  the  unsatis¬ 
factory  conditions  which  existed  in  certain  of  the  bakehouses. 
Some  of  the  buildings  used  as  such  are  unsuitable  to  a  degree  that 
•  it  would  be  impossible  to  maintain  in  them  a  standard  of  clean¬ 
liness'  and  hygiene  which  might  be  considered  as  satisfactory  in 
relation  to  the  preparation  of  food.  Dilapidated  structure,  bad 
lighting,  absence  of  proper  arrangements  for  washing,  inadequate 
provision  for  the  storage  of  raw  materials  and  dirty  surroundings 
are  some  of  the  defects  to  which  the  attention  of  owners  and 
occupiers  have  been  directed. 

Adulterations ,  etc. 

The  action  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration) 
Act,  which  is  administered  in  the  Borough  by  the  County  Council 
is  set  out  in  the  following  statement  kindly  suppplied  by  the 
Chief  County  Inspector  (Mr.  J.  E.  Preston).  He  reports  that  117 
samples 'of  the  following  articles  were  taken  in  the  Borough 
during  the  year. 


/ 
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STATEMENT  OF  THE  CHIEF  COUNTY  INSPECTOR. 
Samples  taken  during  the  year. 


Milk  . 70 

Cream . 5 

IceCream . 3 

Butter  .  .  2 

Jam  . . 1 

Honey  .  1 

Lard  . 1 

Beef  Dripping  .......: . 1 

Potted  Pork  . 1 

Brawn  . . ; .  1 

Veal  and  Ham  Roll  .  1 

Fish  and  Meat  Pastes . . .  4 

Sausages  . 5 

"  Milker  ” . 1 

Sponge  Cakes  .  1 

Milk  Cheese  . . 1 

Coffee  . 5 

Malt  Vinegar  . 1 

Minerals  . 1 

Whiskey . . . 6 

Liquorice  Powder  . 1 

Glycerine  Lemon  and  Honey  .  1 

Bismuthated  Magnesia  . 1 

Aspirin  Tablets  . 1 

Rubbing  Oils . 1 

Total  117 


"  All  these  samples  proved  to  be  satisfactory  except  the 
following 

S.265.  Milk — adulterated  with  4  per  cent,  of  water  (official). 

S.361.  Milk — adulterated  with  2  per  cent,  of  water  (official). 

These  samples  were  taken  from  different  vendors  who  have 
been  cautioned  and  are  being  kept  under  observation.  Samples 
taken  since  have  been  satisfactory. 

One  sample  of  ice  cream  was  not  satisfactory.  Further 
samples  will  be  taken  from  this  vendor. 

Eight  samples  of  milk  were  tested  for  tubercle  bacilli,  all 
of  which  proved  to  be  negative.” 
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Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 


Scarlet  Fever . 

The  incidence  of  scarlet  fever  was  lower  than  for  the 
previous  year.  Thirty-six  notifications  were  received  and  in  two 
cases  the  diagnosis  was  revised  in  hospital  leaving  a  nett  total  of 
thirty-four  cases  for  the  year  as  compared  with  forty-eight  for 
1936. 

The  disease  was  most  prevalent  in  the  second  and  fourth 
quarters  and  over  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  cases  occurred  in  the  age 
groups  5 — 10  years. 

Over  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  cases  occurred  in  Boldmere 
West  and  Wylde  Green  Wards,  and  the  remainder  of  the  cases 
were  evenly  distributed  throughout  the  rest  of  the  Borough. 

Three  cases,  nursed  at  home,  occurred  in  on 2  household. 
Two  of  these  were  notified  simultaneously  and  one  three  weeks 
later.  With  this  exception  there  were  no  local  outbreaks  and  no 
other  cases  were  traced  to  contact  with  known  cases. 

In  connection  with  an  outbreak  of  scarlet  fever  at  a  dairy 
farm  twenty  throat  swabs  from  workers  wrere  examined  for 
streptococcus.  Three  of  the  workers  were  found  to  be  carriers 
of  B.  haemolytic  streptococcus  and  were  prohibited  from  engag¬ 
ing  in  dairy  work  until  they  were  found  free  from  infection  by 
bacteriological  examination. 

The  case  rate  for  the  disease  is  .97  per  1,000  population  as 
compared  with  2.33  for  England  and  Wales  and  2.42  for  Smaller 
Towns. 

The  mortality  was  nil. 

Diphtheria. 

The  incidence  of  this  disease  was  slightly  higher  than  in 
1936.  Fourteen  notifications  were  received  as  compared  with 
thirteen  in  the  previous  year,  but  one  diagnosis  only  was  revised 
in  hospital  as  compared  with  five  in  1936. 

Cases  were  notified  from  all  Wards  with  the  exception  of 
Boldmere  East,  but  the  majority  occurred  in  Boldmere  West, 
Wylde  Green  and  Walmley  Wards. 

* 

The  highest  incidence  occurred  in  the  age  groups  2 — 3 
years  and  5 — 10  years,  these  age  groups  accounting  for  fifty  per 
cent,  of  the  cases  notified.  The  disease  was  most  prevalent  in 
the  fourth  quarter  of  the  year. 

Ten  cases  were  removed  to  hospital,  and  as  mentioned 
above  the  diagnosis  in  one  case  was  revised  after  admission. 
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The  case  rate  is  .37  per  1,000  population  as  compared  with 
1.49  for  England  and  Wales  and  1.3S  for  Smaller  Towns.  The 
mortality  in  the  Borough  was  nil.  For  England  and  Wales  the 
mortality  rate  is  .07  and  for  Smaller  Towns,  .05. 

The  scheme  of  routine  immunization  of  entrant  school 
children  has  been  continued  and  there  has  been  a  satisfactory 
response  on  the  part  of  parents  during  the  year.  In  reply  to  four 
hundred  and  eighty-one  notices  sent  to  parents  in  regard  to  this 
service  there  were  two  hundred  and  thirty-seven  acceptances,  or 
over  forty-nine  per  cent.  Two  hundred  school  children  wrere 
immunized  during  the  year  and  material  wTas  supplied  to  private 
practitioners  for  the  immunization  of  twenty  children. 

Formol  toxoid  and,  for  older  children  T.A.M.  (P.D.  and 
Co.)  have  been  used,  with  three  injections  at  weekly  intervals. 
In  one  case  there  was  a  moderate  reaction  after  each  injection. 
The  temperature  rose  to  ioo°F.  within  twenty-four  hours  and 
the  child  complained  of  headache  and  malaise,  the  site  of 
injection  becoming  red  and  swollen.  After  forty-eight  hours 
the  symptoms  gradually  subsided  and  the  child  quickly  regained 
her  normal  health. 

In  none  of  the  cases  of  diphtheria  notified  during  the  year 
had  immunization  been  carried  out,  and  the  satisfactory  reduc¬ 
tion  in  the  incidence  of  the  disease  amongst  elementary  school 
children  to  which  I  have  referred  in  previous  Reports  has  been 
maintained.  The  average  number  of  cases  notified  amongst 
elementary  school  children  during  the  past  five  years  is  3.2 
as  compared  with  13.6  for  the  five  years  previous  to  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  immunization. 

For  diagnostic  purposes  and  for  the  investigation  of 
carrier  conditions,  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  nose  and  throat 
swabs  were  submitted  for  examination,  eighteen  by  the  Health 
Department  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  by  general  practitioners. 
Twelve  of  those  sent  by  practitioners  were  reported  as  positive 
and  all  others  as  negative. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  and  Puerperal  Fever . 

Three  cases  were  notified,  all  from  nursing  homes  in  the 
Borough. 

In  the  first  case  the  patient  suffered  from  cough  on 
admission  to  the  nursing  home  and,  on  the  eighth  day  after 
confinement  she  complained  of  dyspnoea.  Broncho-pneumonia 
developed  and  the  patient  died  four  days  later. 

A  consultant  gynaecologist  was  in  attendance,  and  it  was 
considered  that  the  pneumonia  did  not  arise  from  puerperal 
infection.  The  sputum,  of  which  there  was  a  large  quantity, 
was  examined  for  tubercle  bacilli,  but  with  negative  result. 
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A  second  case  occurred  in  the  same  nursing  home  under 
the  following  circumstances.  On  the  day  after  the  death  of  the 
above  patient  a  woman  was  delivered,  and  two  days  later  her 
temperature  rose  to  ioi°F.  A  Consultant  was  called  in  and  a 
uterine  swab. was  examined  with  the  result  that  the  infection 
was  found  to  be  due  to  a  streptococcus.  The  woman  made  a  good 
recovery. 

After  the  notification  of  the  first  case  no  further  patients 
were  admitted  to  the  nursing  home,  and  those  in  the  home  were 
discharged  as  early  as  possible.  Throat  swabs  from  all  the 
members  of  the-  nursing  staff  were  examined  and  growths  of  B. 
haemolytic  streptococcus  were  obtained  from  two.  One  of  the 
nurses  who  gave  positive  swabs  was  in  attendance  on  the  second 
case.  Both  nurses  were  isolated  until  clear  of  infection,  and  after 
thorough  disinfection  of  the  home  it  was  re-opened  early  in  April. 

The  third  case  notified  occurred  in  another  nursing  home 
in  the  Area.  In  this  case  there  was  a  slight  rise  of  temperature 
for  twenty-four  hours  which  was  thought  to  be  due  to  a  respiratory 
infection.  Otherwsie  the  puerperium  was  normal  and  recovery 
was  complete. 

The  case  rate  for  the  Borough  is  6.38  per  1,000  live  and 
still  births  and  the  corresponding  rates  for  England  and  Wales 
and  the  Smaller  Towns  are  13.93  and  n.52.  The  mortality  in 
the  Borough  from  puerperal  sepsis  was  nil  as  compared  with  a 
rate  of  .94  for  England  and  Wales. 

Pneumonia. 

The  number  of  notifications  of  pneumonia  is  higher 
than  that  of  any  other  disease  for  the  year  under  review.  Of 
the  forty-five  cases  notified  twenty-four  occurred  in  the  age 
groups  45-65  years  and  over  65  years,  and  the  remainder  were 
evenly  distributed  throughout  the  other  age  groups.  Two-thirds 
of  the  cases  were  notified  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year.  In 
■twenty-two  of  the  cases  influenza  was  mentioned  as  the  primary 
cause. 

The  case  rate  is  1.28  per  1,000  population  as  compared 
with  1.36  for  England  and  Wales  and  1.20  for  Smaller  Towns. 
The  mortality  rate  is  .49  as  compared  with  .59  for  1936. 

Erysipelas. 

Nine  cases  were  notified  under  this  head  as  compared  with 
seventeen  in  the  previous  year.  The  case  rate  is  .26  per  1,000 
as  compared  with  .37  for  England  and  Wales  and  .34  for  the 
Smaller  Towns.  The  mortality  was  nil. 

Tuberculosis.  Pulmonary. 

m/ 

Twenty  cases  wrere  notified  during  the  year,  eleven  in 
males  and  nine  in  females,  as  compared  with  twelve  in  1936. 
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Table  XIII. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES,  1937.  ANALYSIS  OF  DEATHS. 
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Scarlet  Fever  . 

Diphtheria  . 

Fnteric  Fever  (including 
Paratyphoid)  .... 
Puerperal  Fever  .. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . . 

Paeuinonia . 

Erysipelas.  . 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  .... 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.... 
Poliomyelitis 

Food  Poisoning.... 
Tuberculosis  : 

Respiratory . 

Non -Respiratory . 
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The  age  distribution  is  shown  in  Table  XIV,  and  from  this  the 
high  incidence  of  the  disease  in  the  active  periods  of  life  may  be 
noted  as  well  as  the  high  mortality  rates  at  these  ages.  The 
case  rate  is  .5 7  and  the  mortality  rate  is  as  high  as  .40  per 
1,000  population. 

During  the  year  under  review  fifty-four  samples  of  sputum 
were  submitted  by  general  practitioners  for  examination  for 
tubercle  bacilli  and  of  these  four  were  reported  as  positive. 

T  uberadosis.  N on-pulmonary . 

Six  cases  were  notified  under  this  head  as  compared  with 
ten  in  the  previous  year,  the  parts  affected  being  cervical  glands 
(1),  abdomen  (2),  spine  (1)  and  hip  (2).  In  comparison  with  the 
respiratory  type  of  the  disease,  the  majority  of  these  cases  arose 
in  the  early  years  of  life. 

The  case  rate  is  .17  and  the  mortality  rate  is  .06  per  1,000 

population. 

During  the  year  no  action  has  been  taken  under  the  Public 
Health  Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925  or  under 
Section  02  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  or  Section  172  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Twenty-five  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  registered  as  due  to 
Tuberculosis  had  not  been  notified  before  death. 

Table  xiv. 


1  uberculosis.  New  cases  and  mortality  during  1937. 
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Smallpox.  '  v 

No  cases  of  smallpox  occurred  in  the  Borough  during  the 

year. 

The  vaccination  statistics,  set  out  below,  show  a  decline 
in  the  number  of  children  successfully  vaccinated  from  forty-six 
per  cent,  in  1936  to  41. S  per  cent,  in  1937.  The  decline  is  due  for 
the  most  part  to  causes  other  than  conscientious  objections,  such 
as  removals  from  the  district,  etc.  The  increase  in  conscientious 
objections  amounts  to  less  than  one  per  cent. 


VACCINATIONS. 

>  * 

Number  of  births  registered  for  year  ending  30th  June,  1937  435 
Number  of  those  successfully  vaccinated  ...  ...  ...  182 

Insusceptible  to  vaccination...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Died  before  vaccination  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Cases  under  postponement  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Removal  to  other  districts  out  of  Area  ...  ...  ...  56 

Number  of  cases  not  to  be  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Number  of  cases  remaining  unvaccinated  at  the  date  of  returii .  -  6 
-Number  of  conscientious  objection  certificates  ...  ...  158 

QUARTERLY  NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES.  TABLE  XV. 


Disease. 

1st 

Quarter. 

2nd 

Quarter. 

3rd 

Quarter. 

4th 

Quarter. 

Totals. 

Scarlet  Fever 

8 

10 

2 

14 

34 

Diphtheria  . 
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Pneumonia  . 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  IN  WARDS.  TABLE  XVI. 
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Enteric  Fever. 

One  case  of  para-typhoid  B.  was  notified.  The  patient,  a 
child  aged  four  years,  had  been  in  hospital  for  three  weeks  under 
treatment  for  otorrhoea  when  the  diagnosis  was  made.  She  was 
transferred  to  Little  Bromwich  fever  hospital. 

Investigation  failed  to  disclose  any  association  or  contact 
with  other  cases  and  no  likely  source  of  infection  was  found. 

The  case  rate  for  the  Borough  is  .03  per  1,000  population 
as  compared  with  .09  for  the  previous  year.  The  corresponding 
rates  for  the  year  under  review  for  England  a’nd  Wales  and  for 
Smaller  Towns  are  .05  and  .04.  The  mortality  in  the  Borough 
.  was  nil. 

Twenty-seven  Widal  tests  were  carried  out  of  which  one 
only  was  positive. 

Poliomyelitis. 

One  case  of  this  disease  was  notified  during  the  year. 
The  patient,  a  girl  of  twelve  years,  was  removed  to  the  Children’s 
Hospital  for  treatment  on  October  1st,  1937,  and  was  transferred 
later  to  the  Orthopaedic  Hospital.'  She  was  making  satisfactory 
progress  when  she  died  suddenly  on  March  14th,  193S. 
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Ophth  aim  ia  Neon  at  o  rum . 

Three  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  as  compared  with 
nine  in  the  previous  year.  Two  were  treated  in  the  Birmingham 
and  Midland  Eye  Hospital  and  one  at  home  and  all  recovered 
without  any  resultant  damage  to  the  eyes. 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM.  TABLE  XVII. 


[  Vision 

Cases.  uriim- 

|  paired. 

Vision 
impaired.  - 

Total 

blindness. 

Deaths. 

Notified. 

Treated. 

3 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

3 

At  Home  In  Hospital 
1  2 

Food  Poisoning. 

An  outbreak  of  acute  gastro-enteritis,  confined  to  the 
members  of  one  family  was  notified  by  a  private  practitioner  on 
February  21st.  On  investigation  it  was  found  that  at  least  three 
members  of  the  family  suffered  from  abdominal  pain,  vomiting 
and  diarrhoea.  Two  of  the  patients  became  suddenly  ill  at  1.30 
a.m.  and  the  third  patient  at  S  a.m.  A  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  faeces  of  one  patient  was  carried  out  and  from  this 
Morgan's  bacillus  was  isolated.  Dressed  crab,  cress  and  water — * 
cress  which  had  been  consumed  at  tea  time  on  the  previous  day 
were  also  examined.  No  bacterial  growth  was  obtained  from  the 
crab,  but  heavy  growths  of  B.  coli  and  B.  proteus  were  obtained 
from  the  cress  and  wrater  cress,  suggesting  that  the  latter  wras 
dirty  and  had  not  been  washed  before  consumption.  The  find¬ 
ings  were  inconclusive. 

In  addition  to  the  bacteriological  investigations  into  these 
reported  cases  of  food  poisoning,  several  faecal  specimens  sent  by 
private  practitioners  for  diagnostic  purposes  were  examined  at 
the  University  laboratory.  Aberrant  forms  of  B.  coli  wTere  present 
in  twro  specimens,  but  in  the  remainder  nothing  of  pathological 
significance  was  found. 

NON-NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Catarrhal  influenza  wras  prevalent  throughout  the  District 
during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  and  there  w’ere  outbreaks  of 
mumps  in  the  Minworth,  Hill  and  Trinity  areas  between  January 
and  June.  Measles  occurred  in  the  Boldmere  and  Hill  districts 
during  May  and  June. 

The  number  of  deaths  attributed  to  influenza  wms  twenty- 
two  and  the  mortality  rate  for  the  disease  is  .63  per  1,000  of  the 
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population  as  compared  with  .45  for  England  and  Wales  and  .42 
for  the  Smaller  Towns.  With  one  exception  all  the  deaths  occur¬ 
red  in  and  were  evenly  distributed  in  the  age  groups  over  25  years 
in  both  sexes.  The  majority  occurred  in  the  first  quarter. 

The  mortality  from  measles  and  other  non-notifiable 
diseases  was  nil. 


PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  Section  66  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1925,  or  under  Section  176  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936. 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

There  were  fifty-three  factories,  seventy-two  workshops 
and  eight  workplaces  on  the  register  during  the  year. 

Reference  has  been  made  to  the  unsatisfactory  conditions 
found  in  certain  bakehouses  from  the  point  of  the  hygienic 
preparation  of  food,  but  otherwise  the  sanitary  defects  found  in 
factories  and  workshops  were,  for  the  most  part  of  a  minor 
character.  They  included  defects  in  sanitary  accommodation, 
uncleanliness  and  other  nuisances  such  as  choked  drains,  dirty 
yards,  rat  infestation  and  accumulations  of  rubbish,  all  of  which 
were  remedied  by  informal  action. 

Details  of  inspections  and  action  taken  are  set  out  in 
Table  XVIII. 


Table  XVIII. 


1. — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Premises 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries)  . 

Workshops  (Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

Workplaces  (other  than  Outworkers’  premises) 

Total 


Number  of 


T  - 

Anspec- 

tiona. 

Written 

Notices 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

i 

194 

40 

j 

243 

14 

__ 

j 

31 

12 

t 

468 

i  66 
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2. — Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


- 

Number  of  Defects 

Number 

of 

offences 

in. 

Particulars 

Found 

Re¬ 

medied 

Referred 
to  H.M 
Inspec¬ 
tor 

respect 
of  which 
Prosecu¬ 
tion* 
were 
instituted 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 
Want  of  cleanliness . . 

17 

17 

•  “ 

Want  of  ventilation  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors . 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

Other  nuisances  . . 

23 

23 

— 

— 

Sanitary  accommodation — 

Insufficient  . . 

_ 

Unsuitable  or  defective  . 

33 

33 

— 

— 

Not  separate  for  sexes  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Work¬ 
shop  Acts  : — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground 
bakehouse  (5.  101)  . 

Other  offences . .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

73 

73 

— 

— 

50 


3.  Oatwork  in  Unwholesome  Premises,  Section  108. 

NIL. 


4.  Registered  Workshops. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  end  of  year. 


Number. 


Dressmakers  . 

Workshop  bakehouses . 

Plumbers  . 

Joiners  and  Builders . 

Farriers  . . . 

Wheelwright  . 

Millinery  . 

Boot  repairers  . 

Photographer  . 

Saddler  . . . 

Motor  and  cycle  repairers 

Tailors . 

Stonemason  . 

Upholsterers  . 

Watch  repairer  . 

Radio  supply  . 

Dyers  and  Cleaners  . 

Golf  Club  Maker  . 

Hand  Weaving  . 

Sign  Writing . 

Workplaces  . 

Confectionery . 


5 

1 

5 

12 

o 

** 

1 

4 

6 
1 
1 

15 

3 
1 
2 
1 

4 
1 
1 
1 
2 
7 
4 


Total 


80 


5.-  Other  Matters. 

> 


Class. 


Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts 

(s.  133,  1901) . . . 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  Inspector  as  remediable 
under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  but  not  under  the  Factory  and 

Workshops  Acts  (s,  5.  1901)  . . . 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector  . 

Reports  of  action  taken  sent  to  H.M.  Inspector . 

Others  . 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101)  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  .. 

Total  . 


Number. 


nil. 


nil. 

nil. 

nil. 

nil. 

1 


1 


/ 
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Erysipelas  .  43 

Factories  . . 28,  49,  50,  51 

Food  poisoning  .  48 

Health  services,  general  provision  of . .  n 

Health  Visitors  .  15 

Health  Visitors,  summary  of  domiciliary  visits  .  17,  18 

Home  Helps  . -  15 

Hospitals  .  13-14 

Housing . .  25,  30,  32,  33,  34 

Infant  mortality  .  18,  19 

Infectious  and  other  diseases,  prevalence  of  . .  41-49 

Infectious  diseases,  notifications  of  .  44 

,,  ,,  quarterly  notification  of  .  46 

„  ,,  in  Wards  .  47 

,,  ,,  non-notifiable  .  4S-49 

Influenza  .  48-49 
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